
TCHS Advanced/Pre-IB English I 
Summer Reading Assignment 

(Rising Freshmen – 9th) 
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 

A creative response to a story that allows the reader to respond imaginatively while being brief and concise in 
making connections between words and images. Your personal thinking about what you have experienced 
should be understood by the audience that views the One-Pager. 

- The entire page should be filled with these elements---no space should be blank! 
- Use color, be creative, be neat, and fill the page. 

 
PART 1 – Visual Product (“One-Pager”) 
 

• Your first and last name must be clearly displayed.  
 

• Include the title and author of your book. 
 

• Draw a border around your paper (words, symbols, or any type of design), you feel is appropriate and 
connected to the story. 

 

• Include TWO quotes from the story. These should be meaningful to you, as well as to your reader. 
 

• Draw TWO visual images (characters, moment from a scene, etc.). You may also choose to draw 
symbols that convey an overall idea about the subject matter. 

 

• Choose TWO songs that fit with your story. Make sure to include WHY you chose these songs and 
how they relate to the story/character. 

 

• Draw FIVE words in a cluster around your main image. (Use these words to highlight the importance 
of your chosen image, or to artistically symbolize the subject matter.) 

 

• Your entire page should be filled with these elements. NO space should be left completely blank, and 
NOTHING should be left only in pencil. 

 

(*Hint  search online for “one-pager examples” for inspiration.) 

 
PART 2 – Written Product   
 

o Write a SHORT synopsis of the story, making sure to describe the main conflict.   
(DO NOT tell the end of the story—no spoilers!) 

 

o Use the 5Ws (who, what, when, where, why, how) to highlight the most important points. 
 

o Personally respond to or connect with the story with an "I believe" statement: (What challenged, 
changed, or confirmed something you believe, and how will you respond?) 

 

o Write a statement based on a major, universal THEME from the story. (What message did the author leave 
with you?) *Make sure your theme is a statement not just one word: “family,” “revenge,” etc.) 

 
THIS PROJECT IS DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!!! 



Classic Fiction 
 
Catcher in the Rye (J.D. Salinger) 
 

Holden Caulfield, knowing he is about to be dropped by his school, leaves and goes underground in New York 
City for three days. He is not specific about his location while he’s telling his story, but he makes it clear that 
he is undergoing treatment in a mental hospital. 
 
The Pearl (John Steinbeck) 
 

Like his father and grandfather before him, Kino is a poor diver, gathering pearls from the gulf beds that once 
brought great wealth to the kings of Spain and now provide Kino, Juana, and their infant son with meager 
subsistence. Then, on a day like any other, Kino emerges from the sea with a pearl as large as a sea gull’s egg, 
as “perfect as the moon.” A story of classic simplicity, based on a Mexican folk tale, The Pearl explores the 
secrets of man’s nature, greed, the darkest depths of evil, and the luminous possibilities of love. 
 
The Bean Trees (Barbara Kingsolver) 
 

Clear-eyed and spirited, Taylor Greer grew up poor in rural Kentucky with the goals of avoiding pregnancy 
and getting away. But when she heads west with high hopes and a barely functional car, she meets the human 
condition head-on. By the time Taylor arrives in Tucson, Arizona, she has acquired a completely unexpected 
child, a three-year-old American Indian girl named Turtle, and must somehow come to terms with both 
motherhood and the necessity for putting down roots. Hers is a story about love and friendship, abandonment 
and belonging, and the discovery of surprising resources in apparently empty places.  
 
Their Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Thurston) 
 

Fair and long-legged, independent and articulate, Janie Crawford sets out to be her own person -- no mean 
feat for a black woman in the '30s. Janie's quest for identity takes her through three marriages and into a 
journey back to her roots. 
 
The Hobbit (J.R.R. Tolkien) 
 

Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim when it was first 
published in 1937. Now recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the 
wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a reluctant 
hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent. The text in this 372-page 
paperback edition is based on that first published in Great Britain by Collins Modern Classics (1998), and 
includes a note on the text by Douglas A. Anderson (2001). Unforgettable! 
 
Little Women (Louisa May Alcott) 
 

Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with the March sisters of Louisa 
May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little Women. Here are talented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, 
tragically frail Beth, beautiful Meg, and romantic, spoiled Amy, united in their devotion to each other and 
their struggles to survive in New England during the Civil War. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Young Adult Fiction 
 
The Hate U Give (Angie Thomas) 
 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the 
fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr 
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. 
 
Turtles All the Way Down  (John Green) 
 

Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but there’s a 
hundred-thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to 
investigate. So together, they navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell 
Pickett’s son, Davis. 
 
Scythe (Neal Schusterman) 
 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those things, and has 
even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in 
order to keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a 
scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the 
consequence of failure could mean losing their own.  
 
How It Went Down (Kekla Magoon) 
 

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his community is thrown into an 
uproar. Tariq was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin, is white.  In the aftermath of Tariq's death, everyone has 
something to say, but no two accounts of the events line up. Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth.  
Tariq's friends, family, and community struggle to make sense of the tragedy, and to cope with the hole left 
behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for a way to say with certainty: This is how it 
went down. 
 
The Sun is Also a Star (Nicola Yoon) 
 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come 
true. I’m definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in 
love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with 
him won’t be my story.   
 

Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never the 
poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me think 
that fate has something much more extraordinary in store—for both of us.   
 

The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before us. 
Which one will come true?  
 
Warcross (Marie Lu) 
 

For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. Struggling to make ends 
meet, teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down players who bet on the game 
illegally. But the bounty hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. Convinced she’s 
going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game’s creator, the elusive young 
billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year’s tournament in 
order to uncover a security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose, Emika’s 
whisked off to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame and fortune that she’s only dreamed of. But soon her 
investigation uncovers a sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire.  
 



Non-Fiction 
 
The Autobiography of Malcolm X  (Malcolm X, Alex Haley) 
 

Through a life of passion and struggle, Malcolm X became one of the most influential figures of the 20th 
Century. In this riveting account, he tells of his journey from a prison cell to Mecca, describing his transition 
from hoodlum to Muslim minister. 
 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Rebecca Skloot)  
 

Examines the experiences of the children and husband of Henrietta Lacks, who, twenty years after her death 
from cervical cancer in 1951, learned doctors and researchers took cells from her cervix without consent which 
were used to create the immortal cell line known as the HeLa cell; provides an overview of Henrietta's life; 
and explores issues of experimentation on African-Americans and bioethics. 
 
I Am Malala (Malala Yousafzai) 
 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the 
head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. Instead, 
Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of 
peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize laureate. I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a 
family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, 
championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce 
love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. 
 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Maya Angelou) 
Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya 
and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local "powhitetrash." At 
eight years old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and 
has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, 
the kindness of others, her own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors ("I met and fell in love with 
William Shakespeare") will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned.  In this first of five volumes of 
autobiography, poet Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with disappointment, frustration, tragedy, and 
finally hard-won independence. 
 
Into Thin Air (Jon Krakauer) 
 

A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, 
standing on the summit of Mt. Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous storm was bearing 
down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and left countless more--including Krakauer's--in 
guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic account of the May 
1996 disaster.  
 
Brown Girl Dreaming (Jacqueline Woodson) 
 

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, 
she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the 
remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, 
each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches 
for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through 
writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and 
stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.  
 
 
 


